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The four-member Board of Registrars consists of two members from each of the major
political parties--three members appointed by the Board of Selectmen, plus the Town Clerk.

Note: Detailed voter registration and election results are reported elsewhere in this Report.

Voter Registration

The Town Clerk’s Office continued to utilize the State’s Voter Registration Information
System for voter registration. This system connects Concord with Town Clerk offices across
the State to avoid duplication of voter registrations, and allows residents to register to vote or
change their address or party affiliation at the Registry of Motor Vehicles.

During the year when we encountered petition signers who were not registered voters in
Concord (and therefore could not be certified as signers), we mailed voter registration forms
to them, resulting in an excellent return. We also continue to do this with younger residents
when they reach voting age at 18, with good results. The Office registered 637 new voters
during the year, ending the year with a record 12,820 voters. In addition, 513 voters were
deleted, 142 switched parties during 2013, and 482 were placed on Inactive Voter status due
to either not returning a census form, or information that we received that they no longer live
in Concord.

Census

As has been done for the past several years, the Town Clerk’s Office printed and prepared the
census forms in-house, instead of using an outside vendor, resulting in a considerable cost
savings. The forms were distributed to residents in late December. The January 2013
population per the Town Census was 15,954. As of December 31, 2013, there were 390
residents living at Concord Mews, the large residential unit opened in West Concord during
2012. Included in this number are 216 active registered voters.

Town Caucus—January 28, 2013
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Turnout for the Town Caucus was the highest in ten years, with 136 in attendance. One
individual was nominated each for Town Moderator and Concord Housing Authority. Two
were nominated for two positions on the Board of Selectmen. Four individuals were
nominated for two positions on the School Committee. All are to be commended for their
willingness to run for office and serve the Town in these volunteer capacities.

Annual Town Election—March 19, 2013

Despite a snowy start to the day, voter turnout was relatively high, due to a lively School
Committee race. The weather improved by mid-morning, which helped with the turnout,
which was 24% for the day. Except for School Committee, all other races were uncontested.
There were 311 absentee ballots distributed for this election.

Annual Town Meeting—April 22, 23 and 24, 2013

The Annual Town Meeting featured 63 Warrant Articles (including 10 submitted by petition)
and was attended by 1,012 registered voters on the first night, 514 the second night, and
1,352 on the third and final night. During the course of the three nights of Town Meeting,
1,795 different voters were in attendance (14.2% of the registered voters in Concord). An
excerpted copy of the Annual Town Meeting minutes is available elsewhere in this Report.

Special State Primary—April 30, 2013

A Special Election was called to fill the vacancy for U.S. Senator, created by the
appointment of Senator John Kerry as Secretary of State. 2013 was the second year that
electronic ballots were available for overseas and military voters for all state and federal
elections. This has proven to be very popular, with overseas voters given the option of
returning the ballots electronically via e-mail, fax or postal mail. While not required by state
law, Concord has made electronic ballots available to overseas and military voters for local
elections since 2012. Voter turnout for the primary was 26%, with 3,237 voters participating
(2,520 voters casting Democrat ballots and 717 casting Republican ballots). There were 157
absentee ballots distributed for this Election.

Special State Election—June 25, 2013

Voter turnout for this election was high, with 42% of voters participating. There were 602
absentee ballots distributed for this Election. It should be noted that the Town received state
reimbursement for most of the costs associated with running both the Special State Primary
and the Special State Election.

Special Town Meeting—December 4, 2013

A Special Town Meeting was called by the Selectmen to address two land acquisition articles
and one petition article to rescind the Water Bottle Bylaw adopted by the Town in 2012.
Attendance was good, with 1,043 registered voters attending (8.2% of registered voters). An
excerpted copy of the Special Town Meeting minutes is available elsewhere in this Report.

Nomination Papers/Initiative Petitions

During the year, we certified 241 signatures on 10 Annual Town Meeting petitions; 149
signatures on one Special Town Meeting petition; 512 signatures on nomination papers for
candidates for the Special State Primary ballot; and 1,608 signatures on various state
Initiative Petitions. Voters are reminded to sign nomination papers and petitions using their
legal voting name and address.
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